
 

 

 

 

 

CRIF acquires D&B Italy 

CRIF, leader in continental Europe in the field of banking credit information,  

reinforces its presence in the business information sector. 

 

Bologna (Italy), 3rd June 2009 - CRIF, established in Bologna (Italy) in 1988 and leader in continental 

Europe in the field of banking credit information, today announced the acquisition of the Italian branch of 

Dun & Bradstreet (D&B) - the world’s leading player of business information. D&B was established in 

1841 and is quoted on the New York Stock Exchange, with a presence in Italy since the late 1960s. Today 

it operates in Italy with approximately 230 personnel, more than 4,500 customers and with a database 

containing information on over 4 million Italian businesses. 

This acquisition is aimed at creating value for both CRIF and D&B customers, who will have the 

opportunity to benefit from the partnership in terms of quality: D&B has 167 years of experience in 

managing a global “database”, creating products with strong added value, designing decision systems 

and credit scoring models; all with the most comprehensive information database internationally, which 

today totals over 140 million businesses.  CRIF is already present in the business information sector 

through their website CRIBIS.it, which provides reports and information on any Italian business and on 

more than 50 million companies in 230 countries worldwide. 

Carlo Gherardi, President and CEO of CRIF, commented: “The acquisition of D&B Italy by CRIF confirms 

our long-term growth strategy, based on greater investments in the business information sector and due 

to our desire to provide our customers and the market with constantly evolving in-depth information.” 

“We believe that a synergy of services, as well as the know-how and experience of D&B – added Gherardi 

– will represent an extraordinary growth opportunity and the creation of CRIBIS D&B will accelerate our 

innovation strategy which is focused on the availability of business information on all Italian and 

worldwide companies, on value added information, data integration as well as decisioning systems. 

Through this acquisition we are certain of our ability to offer Italian companies more advanced and 

reliable solutions to help them reduce their exposure to credit risk and to manage their businesses in an 

efficient and effective way”. 

Moreover, it is becoming clearer that to face the market with a winning approach, whether it is local or 

global, it is necessary to reach “critical mass” in order to maintain elevated levels of investment and to 

meet customer needs. This also applies to the Italian business information market, where the integration 

of CRIF and D&B Italy will guarantee an investment plan that responds efficiently to, and is in line with, 

customer needs, and follows a strategy of continual innovation that has always characterized CRIF. 

This agreement between CRIF and D&B follows exclusively industrial objectives and will identify 

significant synergies able to service the Italian market as well as global D&B customers with the highest 

qualitative standards in terms of: 

 Full coverage of all Italian businesses 

 Accuracy and depth of information thanks to our expert team of specialized analysts 

 Flexible technology that allows a timely response to both market and single requests 

 The consolidated and long term experience of CRIF and D&B in the development of decision 

systems and scoring models. 
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D&B’s choice of partner is part of their long-held policy of strategic alliances in Europe and in the rest of 

the world, driven by the desire to guarantee their customers best–in-class quality for each individual 

market as well as a greater availability of information. 

Likewise CRIF, already leader in credit information services, decision systems and software outsourcing 

for banks, financial institutions, insurances and utility companies, businesses, have selected D&B as a 

partner to reinforce their position in the business information sector. 

 

About CRIF 

CRIF is a global company specializing in the development and management of credit reporting, business 

information and decision support systems. Established in 1988 in Bologna (Italy), CRIF has an 

international presence, operating in four continents (Europe, America, Africa and Asia).  

CRIF’s mission is to support financial institutions and general businesses, through its web portal 

CRIBIS.it, with a complete range of added-value business information and reports on the economic, 

financial and corporate status of over 50 million foreign companies in 230 countries.  

CRIF is currently a leader in continental Europe in the banking credit information sector and one of the 

main operators at an international level in the area of integrated services for business & commercial 

information as well as for credit & marketing management. More than 1,400 banks and financial 

institutions all over the world use CRIF services on a daily basis. 

Today CRIF is constantly evolving with a total turnover of approximately 170 million Euro in 2008, 1,000 

employees around the world, and significant investments reflecting the company’s firm commitment to 

growth and innovation.  

For more information, please visit www.crif.com. 

 

About D&B 

D&B is the world's leading source of commercial information and insight on businesses, enabling 

companies to Decide with Confidence® for 167 years. D&B's global commercial database contains more 

than 140 million business records. The database is enhanced by D&B's proprietary DUNSRight® Quality 

Process, which provides our customers with quality business information. This quality information is the 

foundation of our global solutions that customers rely on to make critical business decisions. 

D&B provides solution sets that meet a diverse set of customer needs globally. Customers use D&B Risk 

Management Solutions™ to mitigate credit and supplier risk, increase cash flow and drive increased 

profitability; D&B Sales & Marketing Solutions™ to increase revenue from new and existing customers; 

and D&B Internet Solutions™ to convert prospects into clients faster by enabling business professionals 

to research companies, executives and industries.  

For more information, please visit www.dnb.com.  
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